1 Peter 1:13-25

Nehemiah 4:1-5 & 10-15

We’ll look at the 1 Peter passage again in a couple of weeks. This week I wanted to look a the similarities between Peters message and that of Nehemiah. They are both attempting to achieve different things, but the context is the same: external persecution and the tension between continuing faithfully and giving up.

1. Read the Nehemiah passage. Describe the feeling of the people

2. Think about the message of Sanballat and Tobiah. What was its intent?

3. Why was it effective?

4. Can you think of times when people have spoken ill of you? Describe your own feelings.

5. What was Nehemiah’s response? V4f

6. Note that it’s not the response of the people. Someone needed to do it on their behalf. Why is that significant?

7. Do you think Nehemiah’s prayer was public or private?

8. Have you ever had anyone speak up in prayer for you? Have you done it for others?

9. In vv 10ff Nehemiah did something else to encourage. What was it?

10. The 1st Peter passage offers a different context, yet Peter calls them to action in the midst of their own external persecution. What sort of action was it, and why was it significant for the early churches?

Think about the way we encourage or discourage those around us – publicly and privately. Then pray.

